
EL CERRITO-KENSINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

10900 San Pablo Avenue  El Cerrito  CA  94530 
(510) 215-4450  FAX (510) 232-4917  

www.el-cerrito.org 

Mission: Protect Lives and Property 
Integrity    Accountability    Teamwork    Respect    Professionalism 

DATE: October 3, 2025 

TO: David Aranda: General Manager  

FROM:  Eric Saylors: Fire Chief   

RE: Fire Chief's Report for the October 2025 Kensington Community Services District 

Operations 
Members of the Fire Department responded 
to the Gifford fire as part of the California 
master mutual aid contract. The Gifford Fire 
ignited on August 1, 2025, in the Los Padres 
National Forest northeast of Santa Maria, 
spanning San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara 
counties in California. Driven by extremely 
dry conditions, low humidity, and hot 
temperatures, it rapidly expanded into a 
"megafire", ultimately burning approximately 
131,614 acres and becoming one of the 
largest California wildfires of the 2025 
season. Through coordinated efforts, containment reached approximately 98% by early 
September. The blaze destroyed five structures, damaged two others, and injured 14 firefighters 
and three civilians. Visible from afar, the smoke and intense heat generated regional air quality 
alerts and prompted evacuations and highway closures, with a significant threat along Highway 
166 and numerous rural communities. 
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Mission: Protect Lives and Property 

Integrity    Accountability    Teamwork    Respect    Professionalism 

Training 
Crews participated in a vehicle extrication class at 
Sims Metal in Richmond. Vehicle extrication is the 
coordinated process of safely removing trapped 
victims from mangled vehicles by combining 
patient care with specialized rescue techniques. 
Firefighters first secure the scene and stabilize the 
car to eliminate hazards such as fire, fuel leaks, or 
traffic, then create safe access for paramedics to 
treat and protect the patient. Using tools such as 
cribbing, hydraulic “jaws of life,” cutters, spreaders, 
and hand tools, crews carefully remove glass, 
doors, roofs, or dashboards to free victims. The 
goal is to disentangle the patient with minimal 
movement. 

  

 

Public Outreach 
On August 16, the Fire Department 
participated in Wildfire Preparedness Day 
at El Cerrito City Hall in partnership with 
Assembly Member Buffy Wicks. The event 
attracted hundreds of community 
members and addressed critical 
questions on insurance, defensible space, 
and evacuation planning. The forum 
provided informational booths and Q&A 
sessions with fire chiefs from across the 
region. 
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DATE: October 2, 2025 

TO: Kensington Fire Protection District Board Members 

FROM:  Jose Castrejon: Battalion Chief 

RE: Incident Activity Reports for September 2025 

Thirty-seven incidents occurred in the Kensington community in September, an increase of eleven incidents 
from the previous month. Please see the attached “Incident Log” for the dates and times, locations, and 
types of incidents the Fire Department responded to this past month. During this same time, Engine 55 
responded to seventy calls for service, this is an increase of twenty-one incidents from the previous month. 

The chart below shows the seven incident response types tracked by the State and National fire incident 
reporting systems. It also includes the number of responses for each type, the percentage of the total calls 
for each type, and all the responses in the Kensington community. 

Call Type 
Incident 

Count Percentages 
1: Fires (Structure, Trash, Vehicles, Vegetation Fires) 0 0.00% 
2: Explosions / Ruptures (Over Pressure/Ruptures, Explosions, Bombs 0 0.00% 
3: Medical (EMS, Vehicle Accidents, Extrication Rescue) 23 62.16% 
4: Hazardous Condition (Chemical Spills, Leaks, Down Power Lines) 4 10.81% 
5: Service Calls (Distress, Water/Smoke/Odor Problems, Public Assists) 7 18.92% 
6: Good Intent Calls (Cancelled En Route, Wrong Location) 2 5.41% 
7: False Calls (Wrong Company/Unit Dispatched) 1 2.70% 
8: Weather/Storm (Storm and weather related) 0 0.00% 

Totals 37 100.00% 
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Elite elcerrito Station 55 Responses  

Incident Date Type Street Type City Apparatus

25108120 09/01/2025 11:08:27 611 Ashbury Avenue El Cerrito M67,OES413

25108126 09/01/2025 11:21:50 321 Arlington Ave / Arlmont Drive Kensington BLS63,OES413

25108151 09/01/2025 12:32:51 551 Lake Anza Road **UNDEFINED OES413

25108293 09/01/2025 18:30:35 553 Trinity Avenue Kensington OES413

25108453 09/02/2025 05:14:09 321 Bonnie Drive El Cerrito M60,OES413

25108615 09/02/2025 12:55:45 321 Yale Avenue Kensington M68,OES413

25108726 09/02/2025 17:50:35 321 Ardmore Road Kensington BLS61,M71,OES413

25108927 09/03/2025 09:28:07 321 Arlington Avenue Kensington OES413

25109181 09/03/2025 17:58:42 321 Fairmount Avenue El Cerrito BLS62,OES413

25109617 09/04/2025 18:24:19 321 Arlington Boulevard El Cerrito M68,OES413

25109679 09/04/2025 21:09:23 321 Don Carol Drive El Cerrito M77,OES413

25110207 09/05/2025 22:23:04 5000 Arlington Avenue Kensington M72,OES413

25110304 09/06/2025 07:52:18 451 Vassar Avenue Kensington OES413

25110351 09/06/2025 10:42:46 311 Saint Albans Road Kensington M67,OES413

25110485 09/06/2025 16:41:37 321 Fairmount Avenue El Cerrito M66,OES413

25110619 09/06/2025 22:52:43 321 Errol Drive El Cerrito M77,OES413

25110837 09/07/2025 14:44:26 553 Purdue Avenue Kensington OES413

25110975 09/07/2025 20:49:13 113 Balra Drive El Cerrito OES413

25111016 09/07/2025 23:10:11 611 Fairmount Avenue El Cerrito M72,OES413

25111935 09/09/2025 22:23:46 321 Arlington Avenue Kensington M77,OES413

25112198 09/10/2025 14:15:51 321 Moeser Ln / King Drive El Cerrito M67,OES413

25112297 09/10/2025 18:33:08 321 Purdue Avenue Kensington M68,OES413

25112337 09/10/2025 20:20:25 160 Park Drive **UNDEFINED OES413

25112433 09/11/2025 01:12:25 321 Balra Drive El Cerrito M72,OES413

25112583 09/11/2025 10:43:56 444 Ocean View Avenue Kensington OES413

25112608 09/11/2025 11:57:54 451 Colusa Avenue El Cerrito OES413

25112898 09/12/2025 05:30:21 451 Lawson Road Kensington OES413

25112941 09/12/2025 08:04:00 321 Garden Drive Kensington M62,OES413

25113116 09/12/2025 15:34:36 321 Arlington Avenue Kensington M62,OES413

25113160 09/12/2025 17:36:37 321 Ramona Avenue El Cerrito M68,OES413

25113236 09/12/2025 20:47:14 611 Park Dr / Wildcat Canyon Road **UNDEFINED BC5,E152,OES413

25113291 09/13/2025 00:31:32 451 Terrace Drive El Cerrito OES413

25113431 09/13/2025 10:47:28 321 Lake Drive Kensington M62,OES413

25113871 09/14/2025 11:53:42 321 Lake Drive Kensington M61,OES413

25114032 09/14/2025 18:32:26 321 Kenilworth Court Kensington M27,OES413

25114041 09/14/2025 19:10:06 321 Rincon Road Kensington M71,OES413

25114145 09/15/2025 02:31:12 321 Trinity Avenue Kensington M72,OES413

25114415 09/15/2025 16:44:37 321 San Pablo Avenue El Cerrito M71,OES413

25114897 09/16/2025 17:55:16 500 Ardmore Road Kensington OES413

25115014 09/17/2025 01:57:26 131 Wildcat Canyon Rd / S Park Drive **UNDEFINED OES413

25115397 09/17/2025 19:51:35 651 Purdue Avenue Kensington OES413

25115869 09/18/2025 23:37:41 321 Rugby Avenue Kensington E155,M76

25115876 09/19/2025 00:06:26 321 Arlington Avenue Kensington E155,M77

25115890 09/19/2025 01:04:06 321 Village Drive El Cerrito E155,M71

25116415 09/20/2025 03:21:34 321 Terrace Drive El Cerrito E155,M73

25116943 09/21/2025 07:34:01 611 Carmel Avenue El Cerrito E155,M61

25116978 09/21/2025 09:47:13 736 Rugby Avenue Kensington E155

25117056 09/21/2025 14:26:44 321 Highgate Road Kensington E155,M69

25117105 09/21/2025 16:19:03 321 Sunset Terrace Kensington E155,M64

25117189 09/21/2025 19:54:36 553 Vassar Avenue Kensington E155

25117397 09/22/2025 09:58:21 553 Purdue Avenue Kensington E155

25117433 09/22/2025 11:04:32 553 Purdue Avenue Kensington E155

25118028 09/23/2025 15:41:29 321 Behrens Street El Cerrito E155,M62

25118069 09/23/2025 17:05:49 611 Wildcat Canyon Rd / Anza View Road **UNDEFINED E155
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Incident Date Type Street Type City Apparatus

Basic Incident Date Original (Fd1.3):

Basic Primary Station Name (Fd1.4):

25118299 09/24/2025 07:39:52 444 Rincon Rd / Kerr Avenue Kensington E155

25118316 09/24/2025 08:22:10 321 Arlington Avenue Kensington E155

25118517 09/24/2025 17:18:22 611 SR 24  Orinda E155

25118927 09/25/2025 17:12:25 745 San Carlos Avenue El Cerrito E155

25119331 09/26/2025 16:10:29 5000 Carmel Avenue El Cerrito E155,M27

25119557 09/27/2025 02:41:31 321 Richardson Road Kensington E155,M76

25119760 09/27/2025 15:29:10 5000 Terrace Drive El Cerrito E155,M61

25119819 09/27/2025 17:36:20 5000 Leneve Place El Cerrito E155,M72

25120047 09/28/2025 09:13:49 451 Sea View Drive El Cerrito E155

25120124 09/28/2025 13:27:08 745 Terrace Drive El Cerrito E155

25120213 09/28/2025 19:23:43 321 Stanford Avenue Kensington E155,M75

25120238 09/28/2025 20:03:41 611 Windsor Avenue Kensington E152,E155

25120256 09/28/2025 21:34:05 451 Seaview Drive El Cerrito E155

25120382 09/29/2025 08:43:41 611 Sequoia Avenue Richmond E155

25120703 09/29/2025 22:21:37 321 Cambridge Avenue Kensington E155,M72

25120972 09/30/2025 14:49:48 321 Franciscan Way Kensington E155,M66

Count:  70       

Report Criteria

Is Equal To Last Month

Contains 55
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