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KENSINGTON POLICE PROTECTION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, March 13, 2025
Special & Regular Meeting (Hybrid)

1. Call to Order [TS 1:56]

President David Spath called the special meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

2. RollCall [TS 1:59]

Vice-President Alexandra Aquino-Fike, Director Cassandra Duggan, Director Sarah Gough,
Director Sylvia Hacaj (arrived at 6:16 p.m.), and President David Spath were present at roll call.

Staff present included Interim General Manager David Aranda and Clerk of the Board
Lynelle M. Lewis.

3. Special Meeting Agenda Item Public Comments [TS 2:18]

None.

4, Public Hearing Regarding Latent Power Changes For KPPCSD [TS 2:47]

President Spath opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m. and summarized the purpose of
the hearing. No comments were given from the public or the Board. President Spath
closed the public hearing at 6:08 p.m.

Convene to Closed Session [TS 5:25]

5. The Board adjourned to closed session at 6:40 p.m. for a conference with legal counsel
regarding anticipated litigation.

Announcement from Closed Session [TS 46:30]

President Spath announced that no reportable actions were taken.
Regular Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
1. Callto Order [TS inaudible]

President David Spath called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.
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2.  Roll Call [TS inaudible]

Vice-President Alexandra Aquino-Fike, Director Cassandra Duggan, Director Sarah Gough,
Director Sylvia Hacaj, and President David Spath were present.

Staff present included Interim General Manager David Aranda and Clerk of the Board
Lynelle M. Lewis.

3.  PublicComment [TS 1:02:18]

— The following person addressed the Board: 1) Danielle Madugo asked for clarification of
the start time for the public hearing.

President Spath reopened the public hearing on exercising latent powers. No public comment
was given, and President Spath closed the public hearing. [TS 1:03:27]

4, President’s Comments [TS 1:04:08]

President Spath announced that the community survey would be open until the end of
March and encouraged residents to provide their input.

Consent Calendar [TS 1:04:58]

e Motion by Director Duggan, seconded by Director Gough, to approve the Consent
Calendar, carried by unanimous voice vote (5-0).

5. Approved the meeting regular meeting minutes of February 13, 2025.
6. Receivedand filed the Quarterly Treasurer’s Report for October-December 2025.
7.  Received and filed the bills paid, deposits, monthly financials for March 2025.

Discussion and Action

8. Presentation of a plan for the KPPCSD to accept three designated paths from the
County of Contra Costa. [TS 1:05:58]

Director Duggan provided background information on the paths and the community
participation on this issue. Contra Costa County Supervisor John Gioia and Kensington
Fire Protection District (KFPD) board member Rodney Paul presented highlights from the
report prepare by the County on the paths that included:

e County accepts offer of dedication for 3 paths for public ownership (Ardmore,

Coventry, and Beloit)
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* Public agency that takes ownership should have realistic spending plans for
maintenance, replacement and upgrades

e Suggested funding for 3 targeted paths would be $65K

e S35K annual maintenance

e S30K capital fund for future construction

The Board provided input on the proposals.

The following person addressed the Board: 1) Linda Lipscomb, President of the Board of
Directors for Kensington Improvement Club (KIC), thanked the County and the community
for their advocacy for the paths; 2) Lisa Caronna supported funding for all paths; 3) Dave
Weinstein, El Cerrito Trailkeepers, supported path improvements; 4) Brian Richmond,
President Trail Trekkers, supported the effort to fund the trails; 5) Gabriel Rogan, of KIC,
supported the recommendations; 6) Nicole Kaiser Sayra supported moving forward with
the plan; 7) Paul Dorroh thanked everyone for bringing this back; 8) Mark Altenberg
thanked everyone involved, and 9) Danielle Madugo thanked everyone for their work on
this issue and voiced support.

Interim General Manager read written comments from: 1) Eileen Notolli that suggested
more research on bringing the paths up to code including compliance with Americans with
Disability Act, and 2) Gail Feldman suggested waiting for the reorganized district to take
this up.

e Motion by Director Hacaj, seconded by Director Duggan, that that we direct our
General Manager to take this proposal forward to the next step since we have the
information we need to decide to go further and that would include budgeting in the
future and working with the committee and some of the residents, carried by
unanimous voice vote (5-0).

Comments & Reports

9. Director’'s Comments. [TS 2:13:50]

— Director Gough emphasized the importance of completing the community survey
and pointed out that it is open until the end of March.

— Director Aquino-Fike commented on the letter of intent to apply for a 2025 Arts in
California Parks Grant put together by members of Good Guest Kensington. The grant
would fund a nine-month planning process to design a permanent art installation in
Kensington Park, that seeks to build Kensington’s relationship with the local
Indigenous people, Lisjan Nation, while improving the park through beautification and
sustainability.

— Director Duggan commented that the Board plans to discuss a location for the police

building on Arlington at its April 10" meeting. i iial "
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10.

11.

Receive Police Chief’'s Monthly Report, February 2025.
Chief of Police Mike Gancasz’s report was submitted with the agenda packet.
Receive General Manager’s Report for February 9, 2025 through March 7, 2025.

Interim General Manager Aranda’s report was submitted with the agenda packet.

Discussion and Action

12.

13.

14.

Adopt Resolution No. 2025-04, Resolution By The Board Of Directors Of The Kensington
Police Protection And Community Services District Changing The District’s Name To
“Kensington Community Services District”. [TS 2:20:19]

Interim General Manager Aranda summarized the recommended action. He said this
resolution was considered at the March 1, 2025 special joint meeting. The name change
will take effect with the completion of the reorganization of KPPCSD and KFPD.

e Motion by Director Duggan, seconded by Director Gough, that we adopt Resolution
No. 2025-04, Resolution of the Board Of Directors of the Kensington Police Protection
and Community Services District District changing the District’s name to “Kensington
Community Services District”, carried by roll call vote (5-0) as follows: AYES (Aquino-
Fike, Duggan, Gough, Hacaj, and Spath); NOES (None); ABSENT (None); and
ABSTAINED (None).

Approve the Latent Power application as presented. [TS 2:23:33]
President Spath summarized the recommended action.

e Motion by Director Hacaj, seconded by Vice-President Aquino-Fike, that we approve
the latent power application as presented that includes fire services and emergency
medical services, carried by roll call vote (5-0) as follows: AYES (Aquino-Fike, Duggan,
Gough, Hacaj, and Spath); NOES (None); ABSENT (None); and ABSTAINED (None).

Adopt Resolution No. 2025-05, Resolution Of Application By The Board Of Directors Of
The Kensington Police Protection & Community Services District Requesting The Contra
Costa Local Agency Formation Commission To Initiate Proceedings For The Dissolution
Of The Kensington Fire Protection District And To Authorize The Kensington Police
Protection & Community Services District To Exercise Fire Protection, Rescue, Hazardous
Materials Emergency Response And Emergency Medical Response Services. [TS 2:26:08]

President Spath summarized the recommendation action. He said the resolution before
the Board tonight and upon approval will be submitted to LAFCO along with a mirror
resolution by the KFPD.
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15.

16.

— The following persons addressed the Board: 1) Daniel Levine, KFPD Board President,
commented that his board looked forward to approving similar documents at its next
meeting and they look forward to participating in this process, and 2) Paul Dorroh
thanked both boards for their efforts on this.

e Motion by Director Hacaj, seconded by Vice-President Aquino-Fike, that we adopt
Resolution No. 2025-05, Resolution of Application by the Board of Directors of the
Kensington Police Protection & Community Services District requesting the Contra
Costa Local Agency Formation Commission to initiate proceedings for the dissolution
of the Kensington Fire Protection District and to authorize the Kensington Police
Protection & Community Services District to exercise fire protection, rescue,
hazardous materials emergency response and emergency medical response services,
carried by roll call vote (5-0) as follows: AYES (Aquino-Fike, Duggan, Gough, Hacaj, and
Spath); NOES (None); ABSENT (None); and ABSTAINED (None).

Approve submitting all required paperwork and the required fee to the Contra Costa
Local Agency Commission with a cover letter requesting that the Kensington Community
Services District begin providing fire and related services with the dissolution of the
Kensington Fire Protection District. This is subject to the Kensington Fire Protection
District moving forward with dissolution at their March 19, 2025 Board of Directors
meeting. [TS 2:36:35]

Interim General Manager Aranda summarized the recommended action.

e Motion by Director Gough, seconded by Director Duggan, that we direct that the
General Manager to submit all required paperwork, the cover letter and the required
fee to the Contra Costa Local Agency Commission requesting that the Kensington
Community Services District begin providing fire and related services with the
dissolution of the Kensington Fire Protection District subject to the Kensington Fire
Protection District moving forward with dissolution at their March 19, 2025 Board of
Directors meeting and also that the Board approve the General Manager’s authority to
make minor changes as necessary to the documents being submitted to LAFCO, carried
by roll call vote (5-0) as follows: AYES (Aquino-Fike, Duggan, Gough, Hacaj, and Spath);
NOES (None); ABSENT (None); and ABSTAINED (None).

Approve a 2.5% cost of living increase for non-sworn personnel, employees of the
district effective with the April 1, 2025 payroll. [TS 3:05:44]

Interim General Manager Aranda summarized the recommended action to approve an
increase for the hourly part-time wages of our four non-sworn employees.

e Motion by Director Hacaj, seconded by Director Gough, that we approve a 2.5% cost
of living increase for the KPPCSD non-sworn personnel, effective with the April 1, 2025
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17.

18.

19.

payroll, carried by roll call vote (5-0) as follows: AYES (Aquino-Fike, Duggan, Gough,
Hacaj, and Spath); NOES (None); ABSENT (None); and ABSTAINED (None).

Approve entering into a contract with Arbor Vision to remove trees as noted for a cost
not to exceed of $14,000. [TS 3:45:30]

Interim General Manager Aranda summarized background information and the
recommended action to remove trees behind the amphitheater.

— Addressing the Board was Nicole Kaiser Sayre, retired consulting arborist, commented
on the responsibilities of arborists and the need for regular assessment of trees in the
park.

e Motion by Director Duggan, seconded by Vice-President Aquino-Fike, that we approve
entering into a contract with Arbor Vision to remove trees as noted for a cost not to
exceed of $14,000, carried by roll call vote (5-0) as follows: AYES (Aquino-Fike,
Duggan, Gough, Hacaj, and Spath); NOES (None); ABSENT (None); and ABSTAINED
(None).

Discussion and direction in replacing the roofing on the Recreation Building at a cost not
to exceed $80,000. [TS 3:17:02]

Interim General Manager Aranda summarized the background on this item and asked the
Board to provide direction on what type of roofing materials to place on the Recreation
Center. He also noted that there are small leaks in the Community Center.

The board discussed the pros and cons of various roofing materials.

— The following persons addressed the Board:1) Nicole Kaiser Sayre did not support
putting on a metal roof and suggested fixing vegetation around the buildings; 2) Anne
Forrest, member of Kensington Community Council, said they would like to work with
KPPCSD to ensure the building is comfortable for the children; 3) Danielle Madugo
commented other Class A fire-safe roof materials are cheaper and we should look at
other fire hazard considerations; and 4) Daniel Levine, KFPD Board President, asked
about longevity of metal roofs and the costs.

The Board gave direction to the General Manager to come back in April with additional
information.

Approve entering into a ten-year agreement for solid waste services with Bayview
Refuse. [TS 3:35:00]

Interim General Manager Aranda summarized the recommended action to approve the
contract with Bayview Refuse. The Board pointed out they had received many positive
comments about the personalized service that Bayview provides to the community.

— The following person addressed the Board: 1) Daniel Levine, KFPD Board President,
commented on the excellent service provided by the Bayview Refuse.
Initial Initial DS
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e Motion by Director Gough, seconded by Director Hacaj, that we approve entering into
a contract ten-year agreement for solid waste services with Bayview Refuse, carried by
roll call vote (5-0) as follows: AYES (Aquino-Fike, Duggan, Gough, Hacaj, and Spath);
NOES (None); ABSENT (None); and ABSTAINED (None).

20. Adopt Resolution No. 2025-06, Resolution Of The Board Of Directors Of The Kensington
Police Protection And Community Services District Acknowledging Support Of And
Continued Compliance With California's State Sanctuary Law. [TS 2:39:00]

Vice-President Aquino-Fike summarized the recommendation, commented on her reasons
for supporting this item, and thanked the community for its support of this issue.

e Addressing the Board were the following persons: 1) Barbara Steinfield, Indivisible
Kensington, thanked the Board for taking this up this resolution; 2) Kate Mead
supported the resolution; 3) Rev. Jen, Pastor of Arlington Community Church,
expressed support of the resolution and the immigrant community; 4) Rodney Paul,
KFPD board member, read a letter supporting the resolution; 5) Sylvia Rosales-Fike
supported the resolution taking a stand for vulnerable communities; 6) Laura Callan
supported adoption of the resolution and thanked the Board for bringing this forward;
7) David Fike supported the resolution and thanked the Board; 8) Nicole Kaiser Sayre
expressed support for the resolution and said it demonstrated Kensington’s
welcoming nature; 9) Jose Farjardo, Kensington police officer, expressed appreciation
for the Board moving this resolution forward; 10) Renee Rubin Ross supported the
resolution and thanked the Board for taking leadership; 11) Susanna Marshland,
Kensington resident, submitted an email expressing support for the resolution; 12)
Paul Bernstein, on behalf of Indivisible Kensington, submitted an email expressing
support for the resolution; 13) Monica Sullivan and Joanne De Phillips submitted an
email urging the Board to vote YES on the resolution and urged continued compliance
with California’s sanctuary law; and 14) Catherine Trimbur, Kensington resident,
submitted an email expressing support for the resolution and reaffirmed support for
our immigrant community.

e Motion by Vice-President Aquino-Fike, seconded by Director Hacaj, that we adopt
Resolution No. 2025-06, Resolution Of The Board Of Directors Of The Kensington
Police Protection And Community Services District Acknowledging Support Of And
Continued Compliance With California's State Sanctuary Law, carried by roll call vote
(5-0) as follows: AYES (Aquino-Fike, Duggan, Gough, Hacaj, and Spath); NOES (None);
ABSENT (None); and ABSTAINED (None).

Adjournment [TS 3:45:19]

President Spath adjourned the meeting at 9:46 p.m. The next regular meeting is scheduled for

Thursday, May 8, 2025.
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Lynelle M. Lewis, District Clerk of the Board

APPROVED: April 10, 2025
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DaV|d Aranda Interim General Manager
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David Spath, President of the Board
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