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Date:   June 12, 2025 
 
To:  Board of Directors 
 
Submitted By: David Aranda, Interim General Manager 
 
Presented By:  David Spath, Board President 

Subject:  Discussion on the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act and How It Impacts 
Building 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommendation 
 
None.  Discussion only. 
 
Background 
 
A few people, including some directors, thought it would be good to have a discussion about the 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act and its impact on building in Kensington, considering the 
desire the district has to see a police station constructed in Kensington. 

For discussion purposes only, the attached information will be presented by the Board President with 
some input from others that have knowledge about this law. 

Exhibit(s) 
• Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act Explanation 
• Map Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act 



Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act and the 
Impact on Locating a Police Station in Kensington 

California has experienced many earthquakes that have resulted in significant damage 
to infrastructure. To minimize the impact of future earthquakes the Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Act (Act) was enacted in 1972.  The Act requires that 
earthquake fault zones be established around established earthquake faults. The Act 
subjects development within the earthquake fault zones to a high level of scrutiny to 
mitigate the impact of a potential earthquake. The Hayward Fault runs through 
Kensington.  As a result, a significant portion of Kensington lies within an earthquake 
fault zone.  

Proposals for new structures or proposals to renovate existing structures on properties 
within an earthquake fault zone are subject to specific requirements. The Act requires 
that before a new structure such as a police station is permitted on a property, the 
owner of the property must undertake a fault investigation to determine if an active 
earthquake fault crosses the property.  Such an investigation generally requires 
trenching. If the investigation finds that there is a fault, no structure can be placed within 
50-feet of the fault. For properties in Kensington such a finding would likely preclude
housing a police station.

For a proposal to renovate an existing structure such as a residential property and 
convert it to a police station, the renovation can not cost more than 50 percent of the 
appraised value of the structure.  In addition, the renovation can not result in a change 
in use or an increase in occupancy of the structure.  If those requirements are not met, 
a fault investigation must be conducted and the same 50-foot requirement will apply if a 
fault is discovered. Conversion to a police station would clearly trigger an investigation. 

Based on these criteria locating a police station within the earthquake fault zone would 
be a challenge for the District.  

The following are sources of information about the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 
Zoning Act, earthquake fault zones in the state and a publication that details the process 
involved in assessing the potential hazard associated with structures in an earthquake 
fault zone. 
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/alquist-priolo 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/geohazards/eq-zapp  This application can be used 
to see if a specific property is within an earthquake fault zone as well as the area 
covered by the zone 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/publications/sp42 
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