Summary of Open-Ended Question Results on KPPCSD Survey of
Early 2025

Compiled and sent to KPPCSD General Manager David Aranda on 3/27/25 by KPPCSD
Director Cassandra Duggan, LCSW

This is a compilation of the results of question #21, the completely open-ended
question on the Kensington survey, which stated: "Please share any additional
thoughts you have about KPPCSD operations, services or governance."

To understand these results, it's important to know that out of all the surveys completed,
only 242 respondents wrote anything in this blank. Some people mentioned many topics in
their reply, others mentioned one or none. After numbering each of the 242 replies on my
master list, | did my best to categorize and count every opinion given, and record exactly
how | categorized them on a master list. Some people's replies mentioned topics that were
already addressed in previous questions on the survey, others mentioned topics that were
not elsewhere addressed.

I am going to highlight topics that received over 20 comments in yellow - those are the hot
button topics.

Regarding the KPPCSD in general:
35 respondents said they were happy with the KPPCSD.
22 respondents said they were unhappy with the KPPCSD.

27 respondents said they were unhappy with past boards in Kensington districts - how
much they fought, how their decisions caused problems, etc.

14 respondents said the KPPCSD needs to improve their communication with the
community.

1 respondent said the KPPCSD communicates well with the community.
4 respondents said the KPPCSD needs more transparency.
3 respondents thanked the KPPCSD for doing this survey.

7 respondents criticized details about this survey (See comments 26, 80, 108, 135, 206,
216, & 240. 3-4 of these comments target issues of diversity and inclusion.)



4 respondents made statements in favor of diversity and inclusion in Kensington.
1 respondent complained about perceived racism in Kensington (See comment 75).

5 respondents suggested that the KPPCSD provide more services for seniors in Kensington
(See comments 12, 151, 179, 207 & 237.)

8 respondents suggested that Kensington's utilities be undergrounded.
2 respondents gave input regarding EBMUD and Kensington (See comments 31 and 57.)

12 respondents made suggestions involving aspects of public works - these suggestions
should be cut and pasted into a document regarding KPPCSD and public works
suggestions: 27, 34, 46, 72, 88,91, 109, 157, 165, 219, 228, 232,

The following longer suggestions should be cut and pasted into a document of suggestions
regarding the KPPCSD in general: 3, 27, 31, 34, 40, 77, 80, 84, 88, 90, 91, 94, 98, 99, 103,
104,106, 107,113,119, 123,129, 133, 142, 144, 151, 152,162,170, 179, 182, 188, 189,
195, 198, 200, 213,215, 219, 221, 237, 238.

Regarding Kensington overall:
9 people said they were happy with Kensington.
1 person said they were unhappy with Kensington.

5 people said the property taxes in Kensington are too high.

Regarding the Proposed Consolidation of Kensington's two districts:
62 respondents are happy about consolidating the two districts.

2 respondents are unhappy about consolidating the two districts.

Regarding Kensington Police Department:

13 respondents said they are happy with Kensington's Police Department

9 respondents said they are not happy with Kensington's Police Department.

4 respondents said they thought traffic safety should be a priority for the police.

2 respondents said that they were happy with Neighborhood Nights Out.



1 person said they appreciate the vacation watch.

5 respondents said they would prefer police services to be provided by El Cerrito PD or
another local police department, instead of Kensington having its own police department.

5 other respondents said they don't want police services provided by El Cerrito or another
local police department.

The following longer suggestions should be cut and pasted into a document of suggestions
regarding the Kensington Police Department: 47, 88, 90, 107,127, 131, 134, 143, 150, 187,
202, 203, 211, 216, 229.

Regarding Kensington's Solid Waste Service / Bayview Refuse and Recycling:

6 respondents said they were happy with Bayview Refuse's services (See comments 1, 56,
103, 136, 183 & 205).

2 respondents said they were not happy with Bayview Refuse's services (See comments 78
& 204).

2 respondents said they were particularly happy with the green waste and compost
services.

1 respondent wanted more transparency regarding what happens to recycled materials.

The following longer suggestions regarding Bayview Refuse and Recycling should be cut
and pasted into a document: 12, 39, 50, 54, 78, 136, 205, 218.

Regarding Kensington Park and Recreation services:

2 respondents commented that they are happy with classes and programs provided by
Kensington Community Council.

The following longer suggestions regarding classes and programs provided by Kensington
Community Council should be cut and pasted into a document: 12, 75.

2 respondents said that they were happy with Kensington Park.
6 respondents indicated there were not happy with Kensington Park.

8 respondents said the park needs increased maintenance.



2 respondents said that fees charged for renting spaces in Kensington Park are too high
(See comments 73 & 75).

The following longer suggestions regarding Kensington Park should be cut and pasted into
one document: 46, 75, 91, 96, 100, 103, 104, 109, 116, 137, 142, 149, 185, 207, 223, 228,
229, 242,

The following longer suggestions regarding the empty Annex building in the park should be
cut and pasted into one document: 55, 103, 142,179, 185, 207, 242.

Regarding the Kensington Paths:

7 people suggested that the KPPCSD take over ownership of the paths. There were zero
comments to the contrary.

2 respondents suggested that the Kensington paths need repairs.

Regarding Concern about Fire Danger in Kensington:

28 residents expressed their concern that the KPPCSD needs to do more to prevent fire and
prepare for a possible wildfire in Kensington. The following longer suggestions on this topic
should be cut and pasted into one document: 3, 19, 22, 25, 45, 59, 64, 88, 91, 94, 104, 113,
120, 124, 133, 144, 146, 150, 155, 160, 168,169, 175,178, 186, 195, 203, & 215.

Regarding Fire Services Provided in Kensington:

Although fire services do not fall under the mandate of the KPPCSD, many citizens
commented on them anyway. | will report the results here and leave it up to others'
judgment what to do with them.

6 respondents indicated they were happy with fire services in Kensington.
4 respondents indicated they were unhappy with fire services in Kensington.

2 respondents said they were happy with the job that the KFPD is doing of educating the
community about fire safety.

1 resident expressed concern that the fire trucks apparently initially did not fit into the new
fire station.

8 residents expressed that they were unhappy with the Kensington Fire Protection Board.



2 residents expressed criticism of the Fire Board's message of "You're on your own when it
comes to evacuation”..

Regarding the Issue of Where to Put the Kensington Police Department:
38 residents commented that they want the Kensington Police to be back in Kensington.

18 residents expressed that they want the Kensington Police to be back in the Public Safety
Building.

7 residents said they do not want any police building to be in the park.
21 residents expressed frustration that this problem is taking too long to resolve.

10 residents said that we do not need a new building in Kensington, and that the police are
doing well working out of the current modulars in El Cerrito.

6 residents like the idea of building a new police building.
21 residents expressed concern about the idea of overspending on a police building.

The following longer suggestions on this topic should be cut and pasted into one
document: 16, 31, 55, 64, 91, 106, 209, & 242.



