Item #08

KENSINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

10940 San Pablo Avenue * El Cerrito = CA = 94530
(510) 526-4141
www.kppcsd.org

DATE: July 1st, 2025

TO: David Aranda: General Manager

FROM: M. Gancasz, Chief of Police

RE: Police Chief’s Monthly Report, June 2025

Patrol Operations

In June, the Kensington Police Department handled 1547 incidents, an increase from the 1302
incidents reported in May. Our officers took 1371 proactive actions, including 158 traffic stops,
resulting in 116 citations. Officers responded to 176 dispatched calls for service, a decrease from
the 227 calls in May. The department wrote 31 investigative reports, an increase from 29 in the
previous month. Key investigations included five auto burglaries, three cases of identity theft, one
residential burglary, and one grand theft. Officers also made three misdemeanor arrests and one
felony arrest during the month.

Total Incidents 1302 1547 18.82%
Traffic Stops 176 161 -08.52%
Citations Issued 115 120 4.3%
Dispatched Calls 227 176 -22.47%
Investigative Reports 29 31 6.90%
Misdemeanor Arrests 3 3 0.00%
Felony Arrests 2 1 -50.00%

Significant investigations this month included a burglary at the Golden Gate Mausoleum, where a
suspect broke into the premises in the early morning hours, setting off alarms. Kensington Officers
responded with assistance from both El Cerrito & Richmond Police, including a K9 Officer. The
teams surrounded the building and ordered the suspect to surrender peacefully. After a brief
negotiation, the suspect gave up, came out, and was arrested. The suspect caused significant
property damage to the interior while inside. A comprehensive investigative report was presented
to the District Attorney, who filed several felony charges against the suspect, who is still in
custody.

In another, unrelated incident, a KPD officer observed a man standing on Arlington Ave near the
Exxon Gas Station, known to have warrants for burglary out of Berkeley. Officers approached the


http://www.kppcsd.org/

suspect to arrest him; however, he fled on foot into Berkeley, leading officers on a half-mile foot
chase. The suspect was outrun, captured, and arrested and is still in custody on the outstanding
burglary warrant and was additionally charged with resisting and delaying an officer, and violating
the terms of his felony probation.

Analysis of crime patterns revealed that most NIBRS reportable crimes occurred between midnight
and 3 am, predominantly on Mondays and Tuesdays, prompting us to enhance patrols during these
peak times. The average response time increased to 5.8 minutes from 5.4 minutes in May. The
slight increase in average response time may be attributed to decreased staffing.

Table 1. Date and Time Heatmap
An analysis of NIBRS data revealed that most reported crimes occurred between midnight and 3

a.m. on Mondays and Tuesdays, consistent with the previous month’s reporting. In response, KPD
has increased overnight patrols in high-risk areas to enhance deterrence.

Grand

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday | Total

0000-
0259
0300-
0559
0600-
0859

3.13% 6.25%  3.13% 3.13%

3.13% 9.38%

0900-
1159 3.13% 6.25% 12.50%
1200-
1459 3.13% 15.63%
1500-

12.50%

15.63% 15.63% 100.00%



Figure 1. NIBRS Offense Data Month over Month % Change

The NIBRS table shows the month-over-month change from May to June 2025.

NIBRS Code Description May-2025 Jun-25 Percent Change Poisson
C Z-Score
NR Other (Non-NIBRS) 22 11 -50.00% -1.59
Obtain credit/etc:use others id -
26F Identity theft (M) 3 N/A N/A
23F Theft From Motor Vehicle 1 2 1.00
Theft of Motor Vehicle
23G Parts/Accessories 0 2 N/A 1.00
False Pretenses/Swindle/Confidence
26A Game 0 2 N/A 1.63
Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of
290 Property 0 2 N/A N/A
907 All Other Offenses 0 2 N/A . 289
220 Burglary/Breaking and Entering 0 1 N/A n/A
240 Motor Vehicle Theft 0 1 N/A 0.00
90C Disorderly Conduct 0 1 N/A 0.41
100 False Imprisonment 0 0 N/A N/A
11D Sexual Battery 0 0 N/A -0.58
13A Aggravated Assault 0 0 N/A -0.58
Simple Assault (incl. Domestic -:
13B Violence/Child Abuse) 2 0 -1.00
13C Intimidation 0 0 N/A N/A
23D Theft From Building 1 -0.58
23H All Other Larceny 1 _j
280 Stolen Property Offenses 0 0 N/A -0.58
35A Drug/Narcotic Violations 0 0 N/A -0.58
90B Disorderly Conduct (Loitering) 0 0 N/A -0.58
90D Driving Under the Influence 2 0 _j
TOTAL Total Offenses 29 27 -6.90% 0.13



Jun-25 NIBRS Reportable Crimes
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Figure 2. Crime Trend Mapping

Over the next few months, KPD will be working with a new vendor to bring the automated crime
analysis solution online so that officers and command staff can obtain timely updates on the status
of public safety in the District. The cloud-based software as a service will provide higher-quality
geospatial crime analysis and automate the majority of the data cleaning, transformation, and
analytics work currently performed manually.
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Figure 4. Patrol fleet mapping

Kensington's patrol fleet is tracked with GPS technology, allowing real-time mapping. The map
depicts the Special District of Kensington boundary (dark blue), and the six colored lines represent
black-and-white patrol car locations inside the district throughout the month.

:

Patrol Activity Log

June 2: Officers responded to a phone report at the station; report filed.
June 2: Officers responded to Arlington Avenue for an intoxicated person. The suspect was
arrested and released with a citation. The case has been referred to the Contra Costa District

Attorney's Office; report filed.

June 3: Officers responded to a deceased person in a residence. A Coroner's report was filed,
and the investigation concluded.

June 3: Auto burglary on Vassar Avenue; report filed.
June 3: Auto burglary on Columbia Avenue; report filed.
June 3: Auto burglary on Trinity Avenue; report filed.
June 3: Auto burglary on Highland Blvd; report filed.

June 3: Auto burglary on Kenyon Ave; report filed.



June 4: Petty theft of a license plate on Colusa Avenue and Oak View Ave; report filed.
June 5: Missing person report filed.

June 6: Officers identified a parked vehicle with a 72-hour parking notice. The vehicle was
impounded for the violation.

June 6: Identity theft reported on Arlington Ave; report filed.

June 8: Casualty/injury call. A female pedestrian was run over by a deer. The pedestrian lost
consciousness and was transported to the hospital for evaluation and treatment. Report filed.

June 11: Vehicle damage reported on Norwood Ave; report filed.
June 12: Suspicious circumstance report at the police station; report filed.

June 13: Traffic stop on Moeser Ln and Terrace Dr for El Cerrito PD reported reckless driver;
driver stopped and issued a DMV re-exam form; report filed.

June 15: Officers responded to a burglary in progress on Colusa Ave. The suspect was arrested
and transported to the county jail.

June 15: Attempted mail fraud report on Canon Drive; report filed.

June 15: Neighbor dispute reported; report filed.

June 16: Lost property reported; report filed.

June 18: Property turned in for destruction report; report filed.

June 20: Mailbox theft on Wellesley Ave reported; report filed.

June 22: Identity theft on Sunset Terrace reported; report filed.

June 23: Non-injury traffic collision on Yale Avenue and Vassar Avenue; report filed.

June 23: Identity theft on Kenyon Ave reported; report filed.

June 23: Officers contacted an individual on Arlington Ave and Amherst Avenue who had a no-
bail felony warrant. The suspect was arrested and booked at Contra Costa County Martinez
Detention Facility.

June 24: Grand theft of vehicle parts on Kingston Road; report filed.

June 24: Vehicle tampering on Oak View Avenue; report filed.



June 27: Officers contacted a wanted subject during a traffic enforcement stop. The suspect was
arrested; report filed.

June 28: Officers responded to a minor injury collision that occurred in a garage, on private
property; report filed.

Community Safety Cameras

This month, no stolen cars were detected in The District. Flock was used to assist in five auto
burglary investigations.

The continued integration of advanced technology into public safety efforts allows us to respond
to incidents more efficiently and accurately while reducing the staff time traditionally required in
investigations. By lessening the reliance on extensive manual efforts, we are improving response
times and saving valuable resources—time, money, and personnel—that can be reallocated to
other essential services.

Kensington's investment in public safety cameras is proving impactful for the safety and well-
being of our community. This technology has quickly become vital in our ongoing efforts to protect
residents, support law enforcement, and ensure a safer environment for everyone.

June Data Captured — five (5) cameras

Other
Type Stolen Plates Stolen Vehicle Agency
Hotlist
Count 210 0 3

" T T ¥ 3
21 H Non Owne...
W Stolen Plate

Total Hits




Training
Officers received mandated and professional development training in the following areas:

e Management School: Lt. Nath completed the POST Management School (week three of
three).

e Use of force report documentation: Officers revisited how and where to document use-of-
force. The UOF policy was also revisited.

e (alifornia Values Act: Officers received updated training on the act, outlining their
responsibilities regarding immigration violations. Officers' responsibilities towards
immigration under the California Values Act include not engaging in immigration
enforcement activities such as investigating, detaining, or arresting individuals based on their
immigration status, and not using department resources for these purposes.

e GoodSAM Deployment Training: Officers completed the reception of the GoodSAM
onboarding training.

e Pre-evasion Indicators: Officers received training on the recognition of a suspect’s pre-
evasion behavioral and verbal cues.

o De-Escalation of Violence: Online training by Blue-to-Gold University. Emphasis is on the
review of Body Worn Camera recordings of incidents.

Traffic Safety

Two traffic collisions were reported in June, down from four. The collisions were minor-injury
collisions and there were no hit-and-run incidents reported.

1 Prior 30 Day Collision Reports
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Map of June 2025 Collisions

Chief of Police

We’d like to congratulate Officer Vijay Thota and his family on the birth of their son, Aaryan.
Aaryan was born on June 24 at 2346 hours, weighing 7.67 pounds and measuring 20 inches long.
Both baby and mom are doing well, and the family is now home safe.

CA POST Compliance Visit

Auditors from the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST)
examined police officer background files for state-mandated compliance. For the fourth (4") year
in a row, the auditors found Kensington PD’s files to be complete, accurate, up to date, and in full
compliance with the law. Lieutenant A. Nath, J. Haynes, who manage these records, along with
Sergeants B. Lande and J. Rivara, all play a part in ensuring our records are accurate and up to
date. Their collective attention to detail is the reason Kensington PD receives high marks with
POST.

Volunteers in Police Services VIPS

Volunteers Mike Logan and Walt Gill donated 75 hours of their time this month working in
administrative support, fleet management, and event coordination. They organized our annual
Police in the Park gathering held at Arlington Park. The event was a great success, visited by
dozens of kids of all ages attending the KCC summer program. They handled KPD’s involvement
with the Special Olympics Torch-Run, which proceeded right past our PD on San Pablo Ave, and
they handled our annual Employee Appreciation Lunch held at KPD, which was another great
success attended by more than 25 employees and staff.

The Kensington Police Department and Community Services
District are pleased to welcome Nolan Haynes as our newest
volunteer. Nolan recently graduated from high school and has a
strong passion for public service, like his father, retired Contra Costa
County Sheriff’s Department Captain Jason Haynes. Nolan will be
joining our Volunteer Team, continuing our forward momentum by
providing service to our community. We look forward to Nolan’s
contributions and the positive impact on our organization and
community.

Police In The Park returned on Wednesday, June 18th at 1:30 p.m. This fantastic event was well
attended by many in the community, including Board President Spath. Healthy snacks and
refreshments were handed out, and everyone welcomed the conversation, engagement, and stories
from our community. Thanks to our Volunteers, Mike Logan and Walt Gill, for organizing the
event and setting things up!! Special thanks to Jenny at the KCC who coordinated having kids
come out and speak with our officers.



Special Olympics Torch Run was held on Wednesday, June 25" The Kensington Police
Department was proud to join forces with the El Cerrito Police Department in support of the event.
Bringing together law enforcement agencies across the region to raise awareness and funds for
Special Olympics athletes, the Torch Run is a Law Enforcement Favorite. Kensington Officers
David Payne, Giovanni Gallo-Ruiz, and his girlfriend, Nicole, participated in this inspiring cause.
Our team carried the torch with ECPD to the ceremonial handoff with the Albany Police
Department. We are honored to contribute to such a worthy event.
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Cookies with The Cops is planned for Wednesday, July
30, 2025, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. We invite you to
come out and enjoy cookies, snacks, and refreshments.
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Raxakoul Coffee & Cheese has graciously offered to host EATEAT, DRINK AND HAVE

COOKIES

this event. We look forward to seeing our community
there. For more information about upcoming events, visit
KPPCSD.org, Instagram, or our Facebook page.

'vr' ‘ WEDNESDAY, JULY 30

1:30 PM TO 3:30 PM

299 ARLINGTON AVE
KENSINGTON

POLICE - COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Mark your calendars—National Night Out is Tuesday, August 5, 2025, from 5:00 to 9:00 PM!
This annual event brings neighbors and police together to strengthen community bonds and
promote safer, more connected neighborhoods.

Hosting a gathering is a great way to meet neighbors, connect with local officers, and build
relationships that support public safety. Hundreds of Kensington residents participate in the fun

each year, and we'd love to have you join us.

To register your block party or learn more, visit KPPCSD.org and follow the link on the homepage.


https://www.kppcsd.org/

POST

GAVIN NEWsOM
GOVERNOR

Roe BONTA
ATTORNEY GENERAL

COMMISSION ON
PEACE OFFICER STANDARDS AND TRAINING

June 23, 2025

Michael S. Gancasz, Chief
Kensington Police Department
10940 San Pablo Ave

El Cerrito, CA 94530

Dear Chief Gancasz:

This correspondence reports the findings of the Peace Officer Standards and
Training (POST) compliance inspection of your agency’s adherence to
minimum selection and training standards conducted on May 28, 2025.

AGENCY ROSTER

A roster of personnel in the POST Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) System
was compared with your agency roster. All personnel have been appropriately
documented in EDI. You can find your Agency Roster under the Reports tab
in EDI.

Per Regulation 1003, effective January 1, 2023, the employing agency shall
notify POST of a new appointment or termination within ten (10) days, via the
POST EDI when peace officers (including reserves), public safety
dispatchers, and records supervisors are appointed or terminated, change
their legal names, have a rank/status change or any needed corrections.

SELECTION STANDARDS

| reviewed the files of Two (2) Peace Officers/Reserve Officers and/or Public
Safety Dispatchers hired by your agency since your agency's last audit on
May 28, 2025. The background files were examined and determined to be in
compliance with established selection standards. Overall, the files were
professionally assembled and well written.

| discussed the results of the files and the attached compliance list with your
staff.

Commission Regulation 1204 allows for the cancellation of any peace officer
appointment to the agency’s POST roster in EDI if an audit reveals that the
appointee did not meet the minimum hiring and selection standards required
at the time of appointment. The regulation provides for an initial 30 days for
an agency to remedy the deficiencies found in a compliance audit.

860 Stillwater Road, Suite 100 . West Sacramento, CA 95605-1630 . 916 227-3909 - Fax 916 227-3895 . www.post.ca.gov



Chief Michael S. Gancasz
Kensington Police Department

June 23, 2025
Page 2

TRAINING STANDARDS

Training records for the previous two-year Continuing Professional Training (CPT) cycle,
which ended on December 31, 2024, can be found in the Compliance Analysis Report in
EDI under the Reports tab.

The current training cycle ends on December 31, 2026.

| would like to recognize Lt. Nath for the courtesies he extended to me in assisting with this
review. He was responsive, professional, and helpful.

| appreciate your willingness and desire to partner with POST for the overall betterment of
the Kensington Police Department. If | can answer any questions or assist in any other
manner, please contact me by telephone at (916) 227-3918 or by e-mail at
Gary.Clark@post.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

j%m?yé@hL

Gary Clark

Law Enforcement Consultant, Region 5 Manager
Training Delivery and Compliance Bureau
Enclosure

GCl/ip
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