
 KENSINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
10940 San Pablo Avenue  El Cerrito  CA  94530 

(510) 526-4141  
www.kppcsd.org 

DATE: April 1st, 2025 

TO: David Aranda: General Manager 

FROM:  M. Gancasz, Chief of Police

RE: Police Chief’s Monthly Report, March 2025 

Patrol Operations 

In March, the Kensington Police Department demonstrated its ongoing commitment to public 
safety by managing 1302 incidents, an increase from the 1170 incidents reported in February. Our 
officers took 1136 proactive actions, including 180 traffic stops (up from 103), resulting in 111 
citations (up from 63 citations in February) to enhance roadway safety. Officers responded to 166 
dispatched calls for service, a decrease from the 173 calls in February. The department produced 
20 investigative reports, a decrease from 26 the previous month. Officers investigated two felony 
grand thefts, a stolen vehicle and a theft by false pretenses. Numerous misdemeanors were 
investigated including a misdemeanor hit and run, a prowling, and a petty theft.  No arrests were 
made in March.  

Analysis of crime patterns revealed that 51% of NIBRS reportable crimes occurred between 
midnight and noon, predominately on Mondays and Tuesdays, prompting us to enhance patrols 
during these peak times.  

The average response time decreased to 5.61 minutes from 6.37 minutes in February. As always, 
we remain committed to improving our efficiency and customer service. 

Table 1. Date and Time Heatmap 

0000-0599 0600-1159 0601-1159 1200-1759 1800-2359 
Grand 
Total 

Row Labels 
MO 10.53% 5.26% 5.26% 5.26% 5.26% 31.58% 
TU 0.00% 5.26% 0.00% 10.53% 0.00% 15.79% 
WE 5.26% 5.26% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 10.53% 
TH 5.26% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 5.26% 10.53% 
FR 10.53% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 10.53% 
SA 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 5.26% 0.00% 5.26% 
SU 5.26% 0.00% 0.00% 10.53% 0.00% 15.79% 
Grand Total 36.84% 15.79% 5.26% 31.58% 10.53% 100.00% 
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Figure 1. NIBRS Offense Data 

 

 
Figure 2. Crime Trend Mapping 

Crime mapping software is not functioning, and crimes could not be mapped using our regular 
methods this month. We are exploring replacement software options. 
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Figure 4. Patrol fleet mapping 
 
Kensington's patrol fleet is tracked with GPS technology, allowing real-time mapping. The map 
depicts the Special District of Kensington boundary (dark blue), and the six colored lines represent 
black-and-white patrol car locations inside the district throughout the month.  

  

Patrol Activity Log 

Mar 2: Theft from a vehicle on Amherst Avenue; report filed. 

Mar 3: Grand theft from building on Coventry Road; report filed. 

Mar 3: Stolen vehicle on Purdue Avenue; report filed. 

Mar 5: Suspicious circumstance at police station; report filed. 

Mar 6: Forgery reported on Camelot Court; report filed.  

Mar 11: Hit & Run reported on Colusa Avenue; report filed. 

Mar 16: Medical emergency detail on Anson Way; report filed. 

Mar 16: Outside assist detail for California Highway Patrol; report filed. 

Mar 17: Suspicious circumstance at Kenyon Avenue; report filed. 



Mar 18: Suspicious circumstance at police station; report filed.  

Mar 18: Traffic stop on Colusa Avenue; driver cited, and vehicle impounded. 

Mar 18: Grand theft from vehicle on Colusa Avenue; report filed. 

Mar 19: Non-injury vehicle accident on Sunset Drive: report filed. 

Mar 20: Obtaining money by false pretense at police station; report filed. 

Mar 25: Suspicious circumstance at Highland Blvd; report filed 

Mar 28: Report taken at KPD regarding criminal threats; report filed. 

Community Safety Cameras 

The number of vehicles stolen detected in Kensington was 0 in March. Flock was used to generate 
leads in several cases, including a motor vehicle theft. The vehicle has since been recovered. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

February Data Captured – five (5) cameras 

Type Stolen Plates Stolen Vehicle 
Other 

Agency  
Hotlist 

Count 207 0 16 



Training 
In March, the Kensington Police Department conducted several training sessions to enhance the 
skills and knowledge of its officers: 

• Field Training Program: Officer Gallo successfully completed Phase 2 of the field 
training program and has now advanced to Phase 3, where they will be training under the 
supervision of Sergeant Rivera. 

• Advanced Officer Training on Simmunitions Scenarios/Active Shooter Response: 
Officers Fajardo, De Santiago and Gallo attended the ECPD’s Advanced Officer Training 
focused on reality-based scenarios. This training included took place at MOTCO, in 
Concord. During these scenarios, officers and role players use simmunitions are marking 
cartridges fired from special firearms. The ammunitions platform provides realistic close-
range tactical training and is meant to force realistic performance from trainees. Scenarios 
covered force options, decision-making, 4th amendment issues, and active shooter 
response. 

• Tactical Patrol Rifle Course: Officers De Santiago and Gallo attended the Tactical Patrol 
Rifle Course hosted by Hercules PD at the Marsh Creek Range in Clayton. The officers 
spend an intensive 24 hours of training on the patrol rifle platform and patrol rifle platform 
before certifying to deploy with the system at KPD. Both officers performed well and are 
now POST certified to operate patrol rifles. 

• Perishable Skills Program (CCSO One Stop Shop): Ofc. De Santiago attended the 40 
hour PSP training provided by the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office. PSP must be 
completed by an officer once during every two year cycle. The PSP course covered the 
following required topics: Force Options, Tactical Pistol/Rifle Training and Qualifications, 
defensive tactics, first aid, de-escalation, emergency vehicle operations course, pursuit 
policy review, domestic violence update, legal update. Many thanks CCSO for standing up 
the One-Stop-Shop to provide Contra Costa County law enforcement agencies. 
Historically, KPD has had to send officers as far away as Sacramento or Stanislaus County, 
for PSP. 

• Police Response to Mental Health Crisis: Sgt. Lande attended the two-hour seminar 
which focused on updating policies and procedures for response to mental health crisis. 
The course featured a substantial review of new case law that emerged in 2024 which 
significantly impacts how police respond to mental health incidents. The course covered 
new policies, training, and implementation and featured Sheriff Jim Cooper from the 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office in addition to other experts. Other topics included the 
public-duty doctrine and special relationships. 

 
Traffic Safety 
 
There were two traffic collisions in March, down from three in February. The reported collisions 
were all non-injury. One collision was a misdemeanor hit-and-run, and the other was a non-injury 
collision.  



 
Map of March 2025 Collisions 

Chief of Police 

Community  

The 7th annual Zip Code East Bay Annual Colusa Circle 5K Run, hosted on Saturday, March 15th, 
2025, gathered noteworthy engagement from the local community this year. With an increased 
turnout of 133 registered runners this year, the event generated significant donations amounting to 
$4,411.00. The gross proceeds from the event have been designated to The Watershed Project, 
which is currently working on a 3-year initiative in the Wildcat Creek Watershed. The Wildcat 
Watershed drains from Berkeley through Albany, Kensington, El Cerrito, San Pablo, and 
Richmond into the North Richmond shoreline. They lead restoration activities and promote 
watershed stewardship through workdays, community science, education programs, local 
advocacy, and other collaborative initiatives. The Watershed Project works to restore and maintain 
the creek's health and environment. Learn more at https://thewatershedproject.org/. For another 
year, the Colusa Circle 5k foot race event transpired without any reported incidents or injuries, 
with diligent oversight from several Kensington officers and Police Volunteers ensuring its 
seamless execution with special attention being paid to the busier traffic intersection of the route 
at Stockton and Ashbury. 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fthewatershedproject.org%2f&c=E,1,rArzuM-tQQG2lbBDMHvsX3dLZI9rCKWPUvgri50D3SI31iXUXr3wXlPTFSb8e0S6TohEKAFo890trAnlbUFx0K4HZAgmy_QIxw5DhHmX&typo=1


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On March 26th at 1:30 pm, "Coffee with a Cop," returned and was generously hosted by Raxakoul 
Coffee & Cheese. Attendees were treated to a delightful spread of coffee and pastries while 
engaging in lively conversations with officers and Volunteers Mike Logan and Walt Gill. We look 
forward to continued opportunities to connect with our community over delicious food and 
meaningful dialogue over the next few months. For more information about upcoming events, visit 
KPPCSD.org, Instagram, or our Facebook page.  
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