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KENSINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
10940 San Pablo Avenue * El Cerrito = CA = 94530
(510) 526-4141
www.kppcsd.org

DATE: June 1st, 2025

TO: David Aranda: General Manager

FROM: M. Gancasz, Chief of Police

RE: Police Chief’s Monthly Report, May 2025

Patrol Operations

In May, the Kensington Police Department demonstrated its ongoing commitment to public safety
by managing 1302 incidents, an increase from the 1283 incidents reported in April. Our officers
took 1075 proactive actions, including 176 traffic stops (up from 157), resulting in 115 citations
(up from 101 citations in April) to enhance roadway safety. Officers responded to 227 dispatched
calls for service, an increase from the 191 calls in March. The department produced 29
investigative reports, an increase of 25 from the previous month. Officers investigated a DUI, two
misdemeanor hit and run collisions, a misdemeanor driving while suspended for DUI, child
endangerment, child abuse, felony domestic violence, and a grand theft by identity and access
theft. Officers also made three misdemeanor arrests and two felony arrests.

Metric Apr-25 May-25 Change

Total Incidents 1283 1302 1.50%
Traffic Stops 157 176 12.10%
Citations Issued 101 115 13.90%
Dispatched Calls 191 227 18.80%
Investigative Reports 25 29 16.00%
Average Response Time 5.3 min 5.4 min +0.1 min

Two felony investigations were closed this month after suspects were arrested on Kensington
warrants. Our officers were crucial in resolving two violent felonies reported in Berkeley. In one
case, officers found a stabbing victim from Berkeley. They accessed data from the Flock
Community Safety Cameras and identified the suspect, who Berkeley PD subsequently arrested.
In the second incident, UC Berkeley Police reported a kidnapping near the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory. UCPD promptly shared details regarding the vehicle, suspect, and victim
with surrounding agencies. Kensington officers accessed the Flock Community Safety Camera
data and learned the suspect's vehicle recently traveled through Kensington. Officers searched the
area and located the suspect's vehicle on Arlington Ave. With assistance from University Police,
they stopped and detained the suspect, ultimately turning the case over to the UC Police. Both
incidents demonstrate the value of technology in enhancing public safety.

Analysis of crime patterns revealed that most NIBRS reportable crimes occurred between midnight
and 3 am, predominantly on Mondays and Tuesdays, prompting us to enhance patrols during these


http://www.kppcsd.org/

peak times. The average response time increased to 5.4 minutes from 5.3 minutes in April. The
slight increase in average response time (5.4 minutes vs. 5.3 minutes in April) may be attributed
to the 18.8% increase in dispatched calls. To address this, KPD is exploring optimized patrol routes
and leveraging GPS fleet tracking to improve response efficiency.

Table 1. Date and Time Heatmap

An analysis of NIBRS data revealed that 60% of reported crimes occurred between midnight and
3 a.m. on Mondays and Tuesdays, primarily involving theft and traffic-related offenses. In
response, KPD has increased overnight patrols in high-risk areas to enhance deterrence.
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Figure 1. NIBRS Offense Data

April2025 May2025 Percent

NIBRS Code Description Count Count Change

11D Sexual Battery 1 0 -100.00%

13A Aggravated Assault 1 0 -100.00%
Simple Assault (incl. Domestic

13B Violence/Child Abuse) 1 2 100.00%

23D Theft From Building 0 1 N/A

23F Theft From Motor Vehicle 1 1 0.00%

23G Theft of Motor Vehicle Parts/Accessories 2 0 -100.00%

23H All Other Larceny 2 1 -50.00%
False Pretenses/Swindle/Confidence

26A Game 1 0 -100.00%

280 Stolen Property Offenses 1 0 -100.00%

35A Drug/Narcotic Violations 1 0 -100.00%

90C Disorderly Conduct 2 0 -100.00%

90D Driving Under the Influence 0 2 N/A

907 All Other Offenses 1 0 -100.00%

NR Other (Non-NIBRS) 20 22 10.00%

TOTAL Total Offenses 33 29 -12.10%




May 2025 NIBRS Reportable Crimes
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Figure 2. Crime Trend Mapping
KPD is actively evaluating new crime mapping software to restore full functionality and ensure
accurate crime trend analysis.
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Figure 4. Patrol fleet mapping

Kensington's patrol fleet is tracked with GPS technology, allowing real-time mapping. The map
depicts the Special District of Kensington boundary (dark blue), and the six colored lines represent
black-and-white patrol car locations inside the district throughout the month.

Patrol Activity Log

May 2: Verbal altercation on Purdue Avenue; report filed.
May 4: Vehicle impounded on Oak View Avenue; report filed.

May 6: DUI driver traffic collision into private property on Arlington Ave. The driver was arrested
and the vehicle impounded; a report was filed with the District Attorney's Office.

May 8: Officers were flagged down for a physical fight that resulted in injuries. Officers
determined the incident occurred in El Cerrito. Our officers assisted El Cerrito officers with their
investigation; a report was filed.

May 8: Mental health call on Kenyon Avenue; report filed.

May 8: Non-injury traffic collision on Kenyon Avenue and Purdue Avenue; report filed.

May 9: Mental health call on Windsor Avenue; report filed.

May 10: Casualty/injury call, report filed.

May 10: Domestic violence call; subject arrested; report filed.



May 10: Traffic collision hit and run, report was unfounded and related to another incident; report
filed.

May 12: Petty theft of a license plate on Highgate Road and Sunset Drive; report filed.
May 13: Petty theft of a license plate on Arlington Avenue; report filed.

May 14: Non-injury traffic collision on Amherst Avenue and Princeton Avenue. Information
exchange only with no additional investigation; report filed.

May 15: Criminal Threats call; report filed.

May 15: Assault with a deadly weapon call where officers determined the crime occurred in
Berkeley. Officers identified the suspect, whom the Berkeley PD later arrested; report filed.

May 21: Traffic stop on Arlington Avenue and Cowper Avenue; driver arrested for driving with
a license suspended for DUTI; report filed.

May 21: Outside assist to UC Berkeley for kidnapping. Officers utilized the Flock Community
Safety Cameras and located the suspect vehicle. Kensington officers located the suspect's car and
conducted a vehicle stop. University Police arrested the subject, and a report was filed.

May 22: Mental health evaluation on Colgate Avenue; report filed.

May 25: Traffic collision hit-and-run with property damage on Beloit Avenue and Colgate
Avenue; subject arrested; report filed.

May 26: Report of criminal threats on Jessen Court; report filed.
May 27: Felony theft of funds from a bank account that occurred on St Albans Rd; report filed.
Community Safety Cameras

The continued integration of advanced technology into public safety efforts allows us to respond
to incidents more efficiently and accurately while reducing the time and manpower traditionally
required in investigations. By lessening the reliance on extensive manual efforts, we are
improving response times and saving valuable resources—time, money, and personnel—that can
be reallocated to other essential services.

Kensington's investment in public safety cameras is proving to be not only wise but profoundly
impactful for the safety and well-being of our community. This technology has quickly become
vital in our ongoing efforts to protect residents, support law enforcement, and ensure a safer
environment for everyone. We are genuinely grateful to have this system in place and are
encouraged by how effectively it is used in day-to-day operations.



Already, the cameras have played a critical role in generating key leads in multiple investigations.
They provided crucial evidence in two hit-and-run cases and significantly contributed to resolving
two major violent crimes in Berkeley this month alone. These successful outcomes demonstrate
just how instrumental the system is in real-world scenarios.

Moreover, the collaborative work between our team and the UC Berkeley Police Department
showcases the broader value of these tools. By working together and sharing access to this
technology, we were able to help close a case successfully, further underlining the importance of
regional cooperation and technological support in modern policing.

Overall, the safety camera initiative is a clear example of how thoughtful investment in public
safety infrastructure can yield measurable results. We look forward to continuing to build on this
success, using innovation to support a safer and more secure Kensington for all.
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Training
Officers received both mandated and professional development training in the following areas:

o Field Training Program: On 5/27/2025, Officer Gallo graduated from the Kensington Police
field training program, allowing him to patrol without a training officer. Congratulations!

e Management School: Lt. Nath attended the POST Management School (week two of three).

e Arrest and Control: Ofc. Gallo and Fajardo attended advanced defensive tactics training,
building search, and room clearing.

Traffic Safety

Four traffic collisions were reported in April, up from three in March. The reported collisions were
all non-injury. Two were investigated as misdemeanor hit-and-runs.
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Chief of Police

I'm proud to announce that Officer Gallo-Ruiz completed our rigorous four-month Field Training
Officer (FTO) Program. This is a significant milestone in his law enforcement career and reflects
his dedication and professionalism. With his transition to solo status, our patrol division is fully
staffed, including full overnight graveyard shift coverage, and continuing round-the-clock service
to our community—special thanks to the Kensington Police Field Training Staff for mentoring and
guiding Officer Gallo-Ruiz through the training program.

CA POST Compliance Visit

Auditors from the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST)
stopped by the Police Department to review personnel background files to assess compliance with
state requirements. The audit confirmed that the Kensington Police Department complies with all



applicable POST standards. This successful report would not have been possible without the work
being performed by Lieutenant A. Nath and J. Haynes, who manage these records.

Volunteers in Police Services VIPS

The Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) program is a vital partnership between the Kensington
Police Department and the community, designed to enhance public safety through citizen
involvement. Volunteers support the department by performing non-enforcement duties such as
administrative tasks and community outreach, allowing officers to focus on critical law
enforcement responsibilities. By donating their time, these dedicated individuals improve
efficiency, build community trust, and help create a safer, more connected Kensington. Their
service is not only cost-effective—it's a cornerstone of true community policing and an essential
part of our mission to serve with excellence.

We're proud to share that Volunteer Walt Gill
graduated from the Town of Danville Citizen
Academy on May 28, 2025. Over the seven-week
program, he gained insights into patrol
procedures, traffic enforcement, investigations,
and crime prevention. His dedication reflects a
strong commitment to community service and
public safety, and we're honored to have him on
our team.

Mike Logan and Walt Gill generously contributed over 30 hours to serve the community this
month. Their commitment and willingness to step up in support of the Police Department reflect
the true spirit of civic engagement. Mike and Walt assisted with various essential tasks, including
administrative support, fleet management, and event coordination. Their efforts played a key role
in organizing the police presence for the Hilltop School Carnival and ensuring the success of our
community-focused Pizza with the Police event, both of which strengthen the bond between our
department and the residents we serve.

We are incredibly proud to have Mike and Walt on our volunteer team. Their dedication, reliability,
and enthusiasm make them invaluable members of our extended family, and their contributions
directly enhance our ability to serve Kensington with excellence and care.

Pizza With the Police returned to Benchmark Pizza on Wednesday, May 28th at 12:30 p.m. This
fantastic event was attended by community members, several Directors, and Interim General
Manager Aranda, who enjoyed pizza and soft drinks. Everyone welcomed the conversation,
engagement, and stories from our community. Thanks to our Volunteers, Mike Logan and Walt
Gill, for organizing the event and setting things up!! And a special thanks to Benchmark Pizza!!
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Hilltop Elementary School's Annual Spring Carnival is always a great event. Kensington Police
Department Officer Harjot Gill and Sergeant Jose Rivera joined forces with the Kensington Fire
Department at Hilltop Elementary School for the Annual Spring Carnival. Thanks to the
Kensington Hilltop Elementary School PTA for organizing this important community event.




Police in the Park is planned for Wednesday, June 18,
2025, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. We invite you to
come out and have a slice at Benchmark Pizza, which
has graciously offered to host this event. We look
forward to seeing our community there. For more
information about upcoming events, visit KPPCSD.org,
Instagram, or our Facebook page.

Gather your friends and meet us at the Kensington
Community Park for an afternoon of relaxation,
laughter, and connection. KPD will host snacks and
refreshments, and we hope to see you there!

@ Wednesday June 18 from 1:30pm-3:30pm

0 59 Arlington Ave. Kensington, CA.
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POLICE - COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Mark your calendars—National Night Out is Tuesday, August 5, 2025, from 5:00 to 9:00 PM!
This annual event brings neighbors and police together to strengthen community bonds and
promote safer, more connected neighborhoods.

Hosting a gathering is a great way to meet neighbors, connect with local officers, and build
relationships that support public safety. Hundreds of Kensington residents participate in the fun
each year, and we'd love to have you join us.

To register your block party or learn more, visit KPPCSD.org and follow the link on the homepage.
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